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English Unit 4: Analysing Argument

Outcome 2 - Print text

Instructions

For this Outcome, you are required to analyse the use of argument(s) and language to

persuade an intended audience to share the point of view expressed in a persuasive text.

* Read the background information on this page and the material on pages 2, 3 and 4, and

write an analytical response to the task below.

* For the purposes of this task, the term ‘language’ refers to written and spoken language,

and ‘visuals’ refers to images and graphics.

Task

Write an analysis of the ways in which argument(s), written and spoken language, and
visuals are used in the material on pages 2, 3 and 4 to try to persuade the intended

audience to share the point of view presented.

Background information

QUOI media is a Canada-based media group which publishes public interest articles on its
own website and encourages republication in additional media outlets. They offer an
opportunity for specialist and academic articles to be reformatted for more mainstream
publication through podcasts and social media placement. They publish articles dealing with
topics such as health, science, economics, and climate. They have an international
readership.

On October 12, 2023, QUOi published a comment collaboratively written by Bianca
Mammarella and Mika’il Visanji, senior Science students at McMaster University, Ontario.

The comment was written in response to a two-year delay in finalising Canadian laws that
would ban the sale and distribution of flavoured vapes likely to attract children and youth.
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How the government can protect the health of our
classmates

By Biance Mammarella and Mika'il Visanji | October 12, 2023

With one simple action, millions of our healthcare dollars
would be saved

As two university students, we've seen too many of our friends suffer health
consequences arising from vaping, also known as e-cigarettes. Unfortunately,
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vaping has become increasingly prevalent among young Canadians — but
one policy can go a long way to reversing this.

Canada needs to ban the sale of flavoured e-cigarettes. Now.

We've seen too many of our friends get hooked. It usually starts innocently
enough — a fun way to socialize at a party or relieve some stress. Sometimes,
it's just about following the crowd as young people do. And why not? Can a
mint-flavoured vape really be much different from the candy mints we've all
chewed on since we were kids?

That vape might taste like mint, but it comes packed with addictive nicotine
alongside many other toxic chemicals which will wreak havoc on your lungs
and overall health. Much like traditional cigarettes, research shows vapes are
dangerous, especially for youth.

Vaping can lead to a laundry list of bad health outcomes, including an
increased risk of infections, a weakened immune system, oral health issues,
respiratory problems, high blood pressure, damaged blood vessels and
cardiovascular diseases. New evidence also shows there is potential for e-
cigarettes to be a gateway to cigarette use and nicotine addiction.

Vaping is a preventable cause of both illness and cost to the healthcare
system. That's why we're trying to do something about it and the time to act
iS Now.

We are both health research students and know that if we have the chance to
prevent a generation of young people from becoming addicted to nicotine
and developing cardiovascular and respiratory health conditions, it must be
seized before it is too late. We've already noticed early health consequences
in our friends, underscoring the urgency to act.

That's why we're calling for the government to push ahead with regulations
to ban vape flavours like bubble gum and candy. These regulations were
drafted two years ago, yet they have still not been put into effect. It is also
imperative that the government add mint and menthol flavours to this list.

What this means is that only tobacco-flavoured vapes would remain on the
market, still allowing e-cigarettes to remain available.



Echo Education Services PRINT TEXT Print text No 3
Banning vapes

We are very pleased that in less than three weeks, a petition calling on the
federal government to ban all flavours except tobacco secured the necessary
500 signatures, as well as approval for presentation in the House of
Commons. This is yet another demonstration of broad support across the
country for these regulations.

Recent surveys by Heart & Stroke have also shown more than 80 per cent of
people in Canada support such a change.

The many flavours that are available now make vaping seem like it's a
harmless habit. It all seems so innocuous, just like popping a candy into your
mouth. Yet the experiences of our friends and the research shows that these
devices are more harmful than they appear.

We call on the federal government to send this message loud and clear —
and enact regulations to safeguard Canadian youth today.

BIANCE MAMMARELLA

Bianca Mammarella is entering her fourth year in the Integrated Science program at McMaster University in

Hamilton, Ontario.

MIKA'IL VISAN]I

Mika'il Visanji is going into his third year of Health Science at McMaster University.

The original text can be accessed at https://quoimedia.com/how-the-federal-government-can-protect-
the-health-and-lives-of-our-classmates/
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